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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 11, 13,14, and 18 recite the limitation "the cap." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. "Cap" should be REPLACED with 
"cover" in all instances. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-2, 4, 7-8, 10-14, 17-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Bazany (US 5638983). With respect to claim 1, Bazany discloses 
the following: 

• A base (Fig. 1) 

• A cover (Fig. 1) 

• A sidewall comprising a corrugated sidewall setting onto the base and receiving 
the cap, wherein the corrugated wall defines a plurality of openings extending 
along the length of the wall (Fig. 2), and wherein at least one of the openings 
includes a reinforcing member inserted therein (Fig. 2, item 32) 
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With respect to claim 2, Bazany discloses the openings extending vertically (Fig. 

2). 

With respect to claim 4, Bazany discloses the sidewall comprising a first and 
second corrugated wall, as shown in Fig. 1 / wherein any two of the sidewalls 18 are the 
first and second corrugated wall. 

With respect to claim 7, Bazany discloses the container comprising a plurality of 

* 

reinforcing members, each of the reinforcing members being inserted into an opening 
(Fig. 2, item 32, & Col. 2, Lines 45-52). 

With respect to claim 8, Bazany discloses the reinforcing members being spaced 

apart. 

With respect to claim 10, Bazany discloses the base comprising a stackable 
pallet, as shown in Fig. 1 . 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bazany discloses sidewall, cover, and base forming an 
enclosed space, as shown in Fig. 1. 

With respect to claim 12, Bazany discloses the sidewall forming a rectangular 
periphery. 

With respect to claim 13, Bazany discloses the base and cover being configured 
to nest, wherein the base and cover are designed such that nesting is clearly possible 
and furthermore feasible. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 9,749 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3727 

With respect to claim 14, Bazany discloses the cover and base including support 
portions engaging an outer portion of the sidewall, as shown in Fig. 1, wherein the 
support portions are the flange-like lips on the outermost portion of the cover and base. 

With respect to claim 17, Bazany discloses a plurality of planar portions joined in 
edge-to-edge relation, wherein each of the planar portions defines a plurality of parallel 
openings extending therealong, as shown in Fig.'s 1 & 2. 

With respect to claim 18, Bazany discloses a container system comprising the 
following: 

• A base 

• A cover 

• Interchangeable sidewalls setting onto the base and receiving the cover, 
including the following: 

o A first sidewall comprising a corrugated wall wherein the corrugated wall 
defines a plurality of openings extending along the wall, and wherein at 
least one of the openings includes a reinforcing member inserted therein 
(Fig's 1 & 2) 

o A second sidewall comprising a first corrugated wall portion defining a 
plurality of vertically extending openings along the first wall portion, and 
wherein at least one of the vertically extending openings includes a 
reinforcing member inserted therein; and a second corrugated wall portion 
(Fig.'s 1 & 2) 
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With respect to claim 20, Bazany discloses the first and second sidewalls 
comprising corrugated plastic. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 5-6, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bazany in view of Bradford et al. (US 5908135). With respect to claim 3, Bazany 
discloses the claimed invention except for the openings extending horizontally, wherein 
Bazany discloses only vertical openings. However, Bradford et al. teaches a container 
system having horizontal AND vertical corrugations on the container sidewalls, as 
shown in Fig. 1. Moreover, Bradford et al. teaches the benefit and utility, and thus 
motivation, of having vertical AND horizontal corrugations in a container sidewall in Col. 
5, Lines 48-56, specifically to enhance side impact resistance and vertical stacking 
strength. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to configure a sidewall of Bazany to be horizontally corrugated in 
addition to existing vertical corrugations, as taught by Bradford et al. so as to enhance 
the structural integrity of the container system. 
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With respect to claim 5, Bazany, as modified above, teaches at least one of the 
vertical or horizontal openings including a reinforcing member inserted therein, as 
shown in Fig. 2, item 32. 

With respect to claims 6 and 19, Bazany, as modified above to have vertical AND 
horizontal corrugations, teaches inserting reinforcing members into the flutes of the 
corrugated sidewalls, as shown in Fig. 2, item 32, wherein the vertical AND horizontal 
flutes would have reinforcing members inserted therein. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bazany in 
view of Kupersmit (US 4946036). With respect to the claim, Bazany discloses the 
claimed invention except for the sidewall including a door. However, Kupersmit teaches 
a container system having a sidewall including a door (Fig. 2). Having a door allows 
easy access to the interior of the container. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add a door to the sidewall of 
Bazany as taught by Kupersmit so as to allow easy access to the interior of the 
container. 

8. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bazany in view of Darby (US 5722328). With respect to claims 15 and 16, Bazany 
discloses the claimed invention except for the base defining a channel and the cover 
defining a channel, respectively. However, Darby teaches a container system wherein 
the base and cover include a channel structure for receiving the container sidewalls as 
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shown in Fig. 7 & Col. 10, Lines 60-67. Having receiving channels on the cover and 
base provides a secure sidewall engagement feature. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add receiving 
channels to the cover and base of Bazany as taught by Darby so as to provide a secure 
sidewall engagement feature. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Guth (US 3997072) 

Blanchard (US 1696341) 

Numata et al. (US 3994399) 

Mills etal. (US 6056840) 

Fu et al. (US 5564589) 

Stolzman (US 6021916) 

Nakane(US 3973721) 

Witzgall (US 3378164) 

Rinkewich (US 4549672) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Lhymn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8712. The examiner can normally be reached on MTWThF 8-5:30. 



> 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

i 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JES F. PASCUA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



